Overdoses.
Certain basic principles are applicable to most drug overdose emergencies. These include emptying the stomach, administering activated charcoal, supporting vital functions, protecting target organs and using specific antidotes in appropriate cases. There are certain steps to be taken automatically in an unconscious patient with an unknown overdose. Drug screens rarely affect management. Special situations involve overdoses of acetaminophen, salicylates, tricyclic antidepressants, anticholinergics and narcotics.